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Let’s Look at the Cost of GWI from a Canadian Perspective 

 

GWI calculates its dues for the 59 NFAs (National Federations and Associations) on Gross National 

Income (GNI), a financial measure used by the World Bank, as well as on each NFAs membership. Dues 

are set by the General Assembly and are applied according to an accepted formula. For example, an 

NFA with high economic status but low membership pays the full 18 CHF per member. If that NFA 

increases its membership, they would fall into a different level and pay less per member. Canada has a 

high GNI but also a large number of members so Canada, according to formula, pays less, specifically 

15.5 CHF per member. This is called a reduction.  GWI set up this system to encourage membership 

growth. This 15.5 CHF currently works out to be roughly $20 CAD per member/per year, or 5 cents a 

day. CFUW dues make up 39% of the dues that GWI receives from NFAs, but only 24% of the total GWI 

budget. GWI is working very hard to increase membership in all NFAs and to secure other, stable forms 

of income.  

It was back in 2004, at the international Triennial, that NFAs voted to raise the annual dues they paid to 

GWI to 18 CHF. Remember, from 2004 to 2015 Canada, having received a reduction, paid 15.5 CHF per 

member/per year. There has been no raise in GWI dues for over 10 years.  

This year, GWI is proposing an increase in dues. For Canada that would mean paying 30 CHF rather than 

15.5CHF, a reduction from the generally proposed rate of 35 CHF. That would raise Canada’s dues from 

$20 CAD to approximately $40 CAD per member, depending on the value of the dollar. Keep in mind 

that the raise in GWI dues is a proposal. There will be 59 countries at the General Assembly in Cape 

Town who will be discussing and debating these amounts. We have no idea what the final increase, if 

any, the delegates will approve and it is most likely that, should there be an increase, it will be less than 

the proposed 14.5 CHF increase.  Regardless of what is being said, right now there is NO increase in 

dues.   
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All NFAs submit their dues on or before January 1 of each year. GWI needs the support of all NFAs to 

meet its financial commitments, as indeed, CFUW itself relies on early payment of dues from its own 

member clubs for the same reason. A couple of years ago and for several years before that, our dollar 

was doing very well. Because of the fluctuation of the Swiss franc, CFUW has traditionally and prudently 

paid its dues when the exchange rate was favourable and has kept a reserve for any unusual increases. 

During the recent international financial crisis, there was a run on the Swiss franc and it soared to the 

point where the Swiss government pegged the franc at 1.20 CHF per EURO. When Switzerland removed 

its three-year old peg in January 2015, the Swiss franc rose while at the same time the Canadian dollar 

fell. Although the CFUW budget notes an exchange rate of $1.29 CAD to 1 CHF, the Swiss franc has 

hovered at around $1.32 CAD since January 2015 and traded at about $1.36 CAD at year-end which is 

when CFUW paid its GWI dues.   

NFAs whose countries have fallen on hard times due to economic or other reasons (e.g., natural 

disasters) can apply for an alleviation of dues. Arrangements for alleviation are on an annual basis and a 

plan is agreed upon with the NFA for future repayment. In practice, a dues alleviation is only granted 

during a catastrophic event and the NFA understands that these dues will be addressed in the future. 

For example, GWI granted Iceland an alleviation in 2008 when the banks in Iceland defaulted and 

Icelanders literally could not access any of their own money. In light of the higher currency exchange 

rate, early in 2015 CFUW asked GWI for an alleviation of dues. As a disadvantageous exchange rate is 

not a catastrophe, GWI turned down CFUW’s request noting that most NFAs faced the same issue. 

CFUW continues to receive an annual reduction.  

 

For more information, contact: FRIENDS FOR GWI (friendsforgwi@gmail.com) March 2, 2016  

Website: FRIENDSFORGWI.ORG 
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