
My Personal Thoughts on CFUWs International Connections 
 
Early Years 

During my years as a member of CFUW Nanaimo (1964-91) there was little reference to IFUW, 
even when I served on the club executive. We were busy with interest groups and service in our 
community. Does this describe the majority of CFUW members you know? 

When we formed CFUW Saanich Peninsula in 1994-5 Peggy Matheson guided us in the steps 
and we put her on the executive in the role as ‘Past President.’ Peggy was National President, a role 
which she served for 4 years. Then she served as National CIR for another 4 years. She gave brief 
reports on the national scene highlights on international at Club meetings. Those brief messages sank 
in. We learned what a CIR did for CFUW. 

One year a good contingent, with husbands, attended National in St. John, Newfoundland. But 
for several years after our club presidents were unable or uninterested in attending BC Council or 
CFUW National meetings. Despite our best efforts members paid little attention about what 
happened at either meeting. Does this sound familiar? 

 
Gratz, Austria 

In 1998 the IFUW triennial meeting was in Gratz, Austria. I was determined to go, partly 
because when I had first been to Austria in 1960 I had wanted to return. The conference plans offered 
a week-long bus tour of areas I wanted to see, with people from other countries. The trip also 
appealed to me because it took me part way to Norway, where I could meet relatives my genealogy 
research had found there. 

 Before leaving home I met with Peggy Matheson who was able to explain much about the 
business meetings and specifics of financial reports. She alerted me to something known as “dues 
accommodation,” meaning a reduction in per capita dues, which the US delegation with the largest 
membership, was seeking. It was helpful information for a first-timer. 

Business meetings were serious and lengthy but when I attended the discussions about 
resolutions that delegates would vote on later, and was able to present my own view from personal 
knowledge, it all began to make more sense. Before voting occurred Canadians caucused and our 
leaders explained the process and what to expect.  

There was a good balance of meetings and education by affiliates, 81 then. Some meals were 
sponsored, and in elegant locations. In 3 years Canada would host IFUW with a Canadian as President; 
it provided excitement for the Canadian delegation wearing welcoming CA identification.  

 
South African Friendship 

During 2003 my friend Myrna Holden and I participated in what seemed a huge benefit for   
IFUW members, Friendship Tours. We flew to Capetown and for 2 weeks toured all the highlights and 
some of the low points that South Africa offered. (wine districts, Soweto, shanty towns, secondary 
educational facilities, nursery schools, spice market, gardens, an African guest lodge, a game reserve, 
we saw it all) Led by congenial guides and accompanied by two executive members of the then-
current South African Woman Graduates we saw everything. The SWAAG members on board the bus 
answered our questions with complete frankness. In Johannesburg we learned what not to do and 
where not to go, then, fully guarded at the front and rear of the bus group, rode the elevator to the 
top of the tallest building, which rotated, and met with then-treasurer of GWI, Catherine Bell. After 
my South African tour introduced me to its challenges and charms, I dearly want to go to the 
conference there in August, but personal reasons may prevent me. 



Ottawa 
The IFUW conference in Ottawa turned out to be another learning experience. We were 

dumbfounded to learn from display boards set up in a separate room, how much good work a very 
small amount of money could accomplish in countries of the developing world. A highlight was home 
hospitality where local members hosted guests from several different countries. There, in an informal 
setting, we learned what they were doing in their areas to advance some of the IFUW goals. 

 
Singapore Friendship 

The 28th IFUW Conference was being held in Perth, Australia in 2004. I could not manage the 
money or time to attend the conference itself, but Singapore was a stopover to Perth, and was a part 
of the world I had never been. I booked flights because the IFUW members of Singapore had arranged 
a 4 day Friendship Tour. There I experienced again that IFUW advantage, safe travel with new friends 
from around the world. For 4 full days, with other members on their way to Perth, I learned first-hand 
about cultures and religions at an important crossroad. 

 
Istanbul 
 For the 2013 triennial conference I made reservations to attend a place I had been only briefly 
before and loved. Then July brought troubles in that city and my husband convinced me of the danger 
– it was his worry that made me cancel both plane and hotel reservations! 

 
IFUW/GWI  Membership for CFUW  

It was 2005 when the US left IFUW. During my discussions with Peggy before going to Gratz 
she had explained that the IFUW membership was not part of the American university women’s 
constitution, as it is with ours. For them it was a Special Project and only a line item on their national 
budget. So when budgeting for the group became difficult they chose to pull out of IFUW without 
needing to consult their members. Their leaving meant Canada is largest member group of IFUW, 
bound by our constitution. (CFUW might request dues accommodation rather than leave completely.) 

We face a difficult decision. If this resolution to stay or to go is to be an argument about 
money, let’s really think it through carefully. I believe that somehow, and despite our best efforts, we 
have failed to educate our members on what IFUW/GWI is about, its value and potential for the poor 
and underprivileged that we always say we want to support. But we always think local. Can we 
change that? 

Please consider the places you donate money internationally: Children’s Aid Fund, Saving 
Animals, Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan, Greenpeace, World Wildlife Fund, Red Cross, 
Care Canada, and World Vision. The causes are many. 
Try to come up with a personal total for the year. Do your gifts have a scattergun approach?  
Then, ask yourself what percentage of your donation dollars go to administration? Do you know? 
Have you asked or even thought about it?  
Do your causes produce an annual financial statement you can readily access? 
Are their expenditures advancing the causes for education of women and girls? 
Do they spend some of your donation money on promotion: glossy brochures, sample cards, travel, or 
TV advertising? 

I believe my personal international donation dollars are better placed with GWI than 
anywhere else and if we leave I will become an individual member.  

In the spirit of achieving an amicable solution, Myrtle Siebert, CFUW member of 54 years. 


